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Mrs. Bryan

12 Theme 

Oedipus the King, #3

Name:








Date:

Third Stasimon/Ode: Strophe and Antistrophe (1157-1172)

44. There is certainly a break in the action here, an appeal to Apollo. Why?

What’s the purpose of this interruption and why Apollo?

45. The Chorus takes Oedipus' hope and runs with it, imagining him to be the

foundling son of a god. Why would they do this? What would it mean to

them?

Fourth Episode/Scene (1173-1252) Oedipus, Shepherd, Messenger:

46. Aristotle believed this was the finest tragedy because the protagonist's

recognition of the truth coincides with the reversal of his fortunes. Where,

exactly, does this occur in the play?

Fourth Stasimon/Ode: Strophe and Antistrophe (1253-1291):

47. What general comment on human life does the Chorus make based on the

example of Oedipus?

48. The chorus laments the situation of Oedipus and ends their song with

“And now, life is death.” What information do we learn immediately after

that?

Exodus (1292-end):

49. What was Oedipus trying to do when he finds his wife-mother dead?

What does that tell you about him? Do you understand his actions?

50. Is blinding an appropriate punishment? Why doesn't he commit suicide?

51. Oedipus says it wasn’t his idea to take his sight. Whose was it? Why is

this significant?

52. Oedipus also blames others for his predicament. Who are they? Is he

right?

53. How would you describe Oedipus' state of mind and attitude here? Does

anything surprise you about the way he views his disaster?

54. Think about the Chorus' near panic about him, their complete inability to

respond coherently to his presence. What does that say about their role?

55. How does Oedipus feel about Creon at this point?

56. What requests does Oedipus make of Creon?
57. Do you like Creon, or is he a problematic character? Why?

58. Why are Oedipus' daughters in particular so special to him?

59. Some critics think the play ends with Creon’s words; others think that the

Chorus has the last 7 lines and some attribute them to Oedipus:

Inhabitants of our native Thebes, behold here Oedipus, who understood the

famous riddle and was a most powerful man. Which citizen did not look enviously

upon his fortunes? But see the dreadful wave of disaster he has encountered!

Therefore let no mortal be called happy until the final fated day when he has

crossed life’s border without enduring pain.

60. What are the implications if the Chorus should have the last lines?

61. What about if Oedipus has the last lines?

62. What if those lines are left off and Creon has them?

63. Does Oedipus have a tragic flaw? If so, what is it?

64. In what respects is Oedipus a “good king”? Who thinks so? Who says so,

in the play?

65. In what respects is Oedipus a “good man”? What are his personal virtues?

66. Is Oedipus legally guilty of murder? Does he have a valid defense for

killing his father?

67. Is Oedipus legally guilty of incest? Is there any defense?

68. What is the part played in this play by the god Apollo of Delphi? in

Oedipus' life? in the family of Labdacus?

69. What is the function in the drama of the Seer Teiresias? In what way is his

presence connected with Oedipus' failings as a human being and a

monarch?

70. At what point in the drama (line #) do ALL the parts of the puzzle of

Oedipus' life story become available to Oedipus? How does he react to

'full disclosure'?

71. What is the REACTION in Thebes to the dramatic revelations about the

squalid facts of the Royal family's sex life and murderous history?

72. Is Thebes any better for Oedipus' departure? Is Oedipus any better? Is

'Justice' served?

73. What role do philia, eros, and agape play in this drama?
